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Ben	wrote:	I	have	a	60+	page	CS3	file	that	saves	at	around	450MB	and	growing.	Doing	a	quick	preflight	check	shows	that	there	are	no	embedded	images	nor	saved	image	previews.	The	linked	photos	themselves	are	high	resolution,	around	2-3MB	a	piece.	If	it’s	not	saving	any	image	data	and	merely	linking	500	.jpg	images,	why	would	this	file	be	so
large?	Ironically,	I	know	the	answer	to	this	one	because	of	my	long	history	with	QuarkXPress,	which	also	exhibits	this	curious	phenomenon.	There	are	a	number	of	things	that	can	make	your	InDesign	files	huge.	The	first	thing	to	always	try	when	trying	to	reduce	file	size	is	to	choose	File	>	Save	As.	That	clears	out	any	gunk	that	has	accumulated	while
you’ve	been	working	on	the	file.	However,	in	this	case,	the	problem	is,	in	fact,	your	images.	These	images	were	probably	saved	from	a	digital	camera	to	disk,	and	then	imported	directly	into	InDesign.	Unfortunately,	many	cameras	save	their	files	at	72	ppi	(pixels	per	inch,	sometimes	called	dpi).	It	may	be	a	17	MB,	3000	x	2000	digital	capture,	but	if	it’s
saved	at	72	ppi,	then	it’s	about	41	by	27	inches	large.	So	you	import	it	into	InDesign	and	scale	it	down	to	the	proper	size,	which	increases	its	effective	resolution	(watch	the	Info	palette	to	see	original	vs.	effective	ppi).	Now	here’s	the	rub:	When	you	import	an	image,	InDesign	saves	a	low-res	“thumbnail”	preview	of	it,	right?	That’s	what’s	stored	in	the
InDesign	file	itself	(so	you	can	still	see	the	image	if	the	original	on-disc	image	is	missing).	But	when	you	import	a	72	ppi	image,	InDesign	saves	the	entire	image	as	the	preview!	It	essentially	embeds	the	whole	thing	because	it’s	trying	to	save	a	low	res	(72	ppi)	version	of	your	72	ppi	image.	The	solution:	Open	your	file	in	Photoshop,	choose	Image	>
Image	Size,	turn	off	the	Resample	Image	checkbox	(if	you	don’t	want	the	image	data	to	change),	then	set	the	resolution	to	something	reasonable	(such	as	225	or	250	ppi).	Now	save	the	file	and	reimport	it	into	InDesign.	InDesign	places	the	image	at	the	proper	size,	makes	a	much	smaller	proxy	image,	and	the	next	time	you	do	a	Save	As,	your	file	size
should	drop	considerably.	Sure,	there	are	other	reasons	that	InDesign	files	can	get	huge,	but	images	are	the	main	problem	I’ve	encountered.	(By	the	way,	I	discovered	why	InDesign	files	jumped	in	size	between	CS	and	CS2:	Color	management	was	turned	on	by	default	in	CS2	and	InDesign	started	embedding	CMYK	profiles	in	its	files.	A	CMYK	profile
may	be	1-2Mb	in	size,	so	the	minimum	InDesign	file	size–what	you’d	get	if	you	just	had	an	empty	INDD	file–suddenly	got	much	bigger.)	By	the	way,	Ben	later	replied:	A	quick	batch	in	Photoshop	helped	me	to	fix	these	up	to	about	180dpi	at	no	larger	than	8	inches	in	either	horizontal	or	vertical.		The	file	size	wasn’t	decreasing	until	as	you	suggested
doing	a	simple	Save	as.		Sometimes	it’s	the	slightest	things	that	can	trip	you	up.	PDF	(Portable	Document	Format)	is	the	safest,	most	compatible	way	to	share	a	document.	A	PDF	will	embed	fonts	and	images	and	preserve	pixel	and	vector	information.	A	PDF	can	be	high	quality	for	professional	printing	or	a	small	file	for	sharing	via	email	or	uploading
to	the	web.	Below	are	the	instructions	to	save	a	PDF	that	is	looks	great	but	is	has	the	smallest	file	size.	Save	your	document	Then,	Save	As	a	PFD.	Click	Save	(From	InDesign	choose	File	>	Adobe	PDF	Preset	>	Smallest	File	Size	Set	the	Adobe	PDF	Preset	to	Smallest	File	Size.	(Check	to	View	PDF	after	Saving	to	automatically	open	the	file	in	your	PDF
viewer)	IMPORTANT!	Under	Compression	change	Image	Quality	to	High	That’s	it!	Be	sure	to	check	the	PDF	after	saving	to	make	sure	everything	is	looking	good.	Check	the	file	size	(Right	Click	of	the	file	then	Get	Info	on	a	Mac	or	Properties	on	a	PC).	Depending	on	your	file	you	may	find	it		to	be	a	few	hundred	KB	(less	that	a	MB!)	Never	email	a	file
over	5MG.	It	may	not	make	it	to	the	recipient.	An	error	occurred	while	saving	the	comment	By	M.A.	Helt	Adobe	InDesign	allows	users	to	export	files	in	several	formats.	The	PDF,	or	Portable	Document	Format,	is	used	when	you	want	to	send	a	file	to	someone	who	does	not	have	InDesign.	PDF	files	can	be	opened	with	Adobe	Acrobat	Reader	and	many
other	third	party	PDF	readers.	InDesign	comes	with	several	preset	PDF	export	options	but	also	allows	the	user	to	customize	the	settings.	If	the	PDF	will	be	printed,	either	on	a	desktop	printer	or	a	a	professional	offset	press,	higher	quality	settings	should	be	selected.	If	you	will	only	view	the	PDF	on-screen,	select	lower	quality	settings	to	keep	the	file
size	smaller.	Select	Export	from	the	File	menu.	Name	your	file	and	select	a	destination	to	save	the	file.	Click	Save.	Select	"Smallest	File	Size"	from	the	Adobe	PDF	Preset	drop	down	menu.	Click	"Compression"	in	the	lefthand	side	menu.	Downsample	each	of	the	images	to	72	pixels	per	inch.	Select	the	image	compression	you	want	to	use	for	the	color
and	grayscale	images.	Choose	low	if	you	are	trying	to	have	the	smallest	file	size	possible.	However,	if	you	want	the	images	to	render	more	clearly,	and	are	willing	to	have	a	slightly	larger	file,	select	medium.	Select	the	appropriate	compression	format.	If	your	document	contains	mostly	photographs,	select	Automatic	(JPEG	2000).	If	your	document
contains	mostly	solid	color	graphics	such	as	logos,	clip	art,	charts	or	graphs,	select	ZIP	compression.	Select	Output	from	the	lefthand	menu	then	click	on	the	Ink	Manager	button.	Convert	any	spot	colors	to	process.	You	can	identify	a	spot	color	by	looking	for	a	circle	inside	of	a	square	icon	in	the	left	hand	column	of	the	ink	manager	window.	To	convert
to	process	color,	click	on	the	spot	color	icon.	Click	the	OK	button	when	complete.	Finding	hidden	panels,	controls,	or	menu	items	Welcome	to	InDesign	Secrets	You	have	to	be	logged	in	to	save.Not	a	member?		Join	Today	-	it's	FREE!	Sometimes,	the	InDesign	PDF	file	you	are	using	is	too	large,	making	it	difficult	to	share	with	others.	This	article	looks
at	how	to	compress	PDF	in	InDesign	by	following	a	step-by-step	guide.	It	will	provide	all	the	details	you	need	on	how	to	reduce	the	size	of	your	InDesign	file	for	PDF	quickly	and	easily.	Make	sharing	your	PDF	files	with	a	client	or	employer	effortless	by	using	the	necessary	tools	designed	for	this	purpose.	One	such	software	program	is	Wondershare
PDFelement	-	PDF	Editor,	which	will	help	you	compress	PDF	in	InDesign.	PDFelement	is	an	all-in-one	PDF	solution	for	all	your	PDF	needs.	It	has	all	the	key	features	that	are	necessary	for	handling	any	PDF	document.	This	powerful	PDF	editing	tool	allows	you	to	edit,	extract	data,	open	and	save	PDF	documents	while	supporting	other	file	types	such	as
Word,	PowerPoint,	Excel,	and	HTML.	List	of	Main	Features:	Compress	PDF	-	You	can	compress	large	files	by	simply	using	the	available	controls	to	make	your	files	manageable.	Edit	-	You	can	edit	your	document	using	different	modes	like	line	mode	and	paragraph	mode	to	change	font	size,	color,	and	style	of	text.	You	can	also	perform	a	spell	check	on
misspelled	words,	add	watermarks,	numbers,	and	insert	links.	Annotate	-	You	can	add	comments,	including	attachments,	delete	annotations	and	even	add	stamps	to	your	PDF	files.	Text	markups	allow	you	to	highlight	or	strikethrough	text	in	your	document.	Print	-	You	can	reproduce	your	text	and	graphics	by	customizing	your	printouts.	OCR	-	The



Optical	Character	Recognition	feature	detects	scanned	images,	making	your	PDF	document	searchable	and	editable.	Create	and	Convert	-	You	can	create	and	convert	PDF	files	to	other	file	formats	such	as	RTF,	HTML,	HWP	and	MS	Office	files.	How	to	Compress	InDesign	PDF	Files	The	following	is	a	step-by-step	tutorial	on	how	to	compress	InDesign
PDF	files	that	are	too	large.	Import	the	InDesign	PDF	by	clicking	"Open	File…"	on	the	main	window,	or	dragging	and	dropping	your	file	into	the	program.	Step	2:	Compress	InDesign	PDF	Optimizing	your	PDF	file	by	clicking	the	"File"	button	which	will	open	a	variety	of	options	for	your	document.	Click	the	"Optimize"	button	to	shrink	your	file	to	a
more	desirable	size	that	will	make	it	easier	for	sharing	and	printing.	Step	3:	Custom	Optimization	Option	Choose	the	level	of	optimization	that	bests	suit	your	needs.	The	four	available	options	include:	Web-ready.	This	is	mostly	for	on-screen	viewing	content	and	for	images	that	are	larger	than	150	dpi.	This	file	size	can	be	ideal	if	the	print	quality	is	not
as	important.	Office-ready.	This	optimization	option	is	mostly	used	for	office	or	home	printing.	Mostly	suited	for	images	with	a	resolution	larger	than	300dpi.	The	print	quality	will	be	average	and	relatively	compact.	Print	ready.	This	option	is	for	quality	and	professional	printers	required	for	commercial	printing.	Images	that	have	a	resolution	larger
than	600dpi	become	downsized.	Custom	optimization	allows	you	to	manually	change	the	settings	of	color	images,	greyscale	images,	and	monochrome	images.	How	to	Reduce	InDesign	File	Size	for	PDF	with	InDesign	Below	is	a	step-by-step	guide	on	how	you	can	reduce	file	size	with	InDesign.	Step	1:	open	your	PDF	document	and	click	"file"	then
"export".	Step	2:	name	the	PDF	file	and	choose	a	destination	for	your	saved	file.	Click	"save".	Step	3:	click	"smallest	file	size"	out	of	the	options	listed	in	the	drop-down	menu.	Step	4:	click	"compression.”	This	option	is	available	on	the	left	side	of	the	menu	in	the	settings	page.	Step	5:	you	can	now	downsize	each	image	to	about	72	pixels	in	every	inch.
This	size	makes	your	file	more	suitable	for	printing.	Step	6:	choose	a	particular	image	compression	for	your	colored	and	greyscale	images.	If	you	are	interested	in	obtaining	the	smallest	version	of	your	PDF	file,	then	select	the	"low"	option.	If	you	are	interested	in	having	a	clearer	image,	go	for	a	larger	size	by	selecting	"medium".	Step	7:	choose	the
most	appropriate	compression	format	depending	on	your	document.	If	your	PDF	file	consists	of	photographs,	then	select	the	"automatic"	option.	It	the	file	has	solid	color	graphics	like	graphs,	logos	and	clip	art	then	the	"ZIP	compression"	option	will	be	a	better	choice.	Step	8:	select	the	output	located	on	the	left	side	of	the	menu	and	click	on	the	"ink
manager"	option.	Step	9:	convert	the	available	spot	colors	by	first	looking	for	a	circle	that	is	inside	a	square	icon.	This	can	be	found	on	the	left	side	of	the	ink	manager	window.	Select	the	spot	color	icon	and	click	"OK".	Free	Download	or	Buy	PDFelement	right	now!	Free	Download	or	Buy	PDFelement	right	now!	Buy	PDFelement	right	now!	Buy
PDFelement	right	now!
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