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Something	a	bit	more	exciting	to	do	with	the	kids.	Go-karting.	There	is	also	a	really	great	playground	and	the	staff	are	helpful	and	friendly.	A	clean	venue	too.	For	a	better	idea	of	what	the	place	looks	like,	it	was	the	site	used	to	film	Lil'	Shaker's	video	for	'Edawaso'	(minus	the	go	go	dancers).		Located	at	Devtraco	Courts	-	Tema	Comm.	25.	
Transparency	is	how	we	protect	the	integrity	of	our	work	and	keep	empowering	investors	to	achieve	their	goals	and	dreams.	And	we	have	unwavering	standards	for	how	we	keep	that	integrity	intact,	from	our	research	and	data	to	our	policies	on	content	and	your	personal	data.	We’d	like	to	share	more	about	how	we	work	and	what	drives	our	day-to-
day	business.	We	sell	different	types	of	products	and	services	to	both	investment	professionals	and	individual	investors.	These	products	and	services	are	usually	sold	through	license	agreements	or	subscriptions.	Our	investment	management	business	generates	asset-based	fees,	which	are	calculated	as	a	percentage	of	assets	under	management.	We
also	sell	both	admissions	and	sponsorship	packages	for	our	investment	conferences	and	advertising	on	our	websites	and	newsletters.	How	we	use	your	information	depends	on	the	product	and	service	that	you	use	and	your	relationship	with	us.	We	may	use	it	to:Verify	your	identity,	personalize	the	content	you	receive,	or	create	and	administer	your
account.Provide	specific	products	and	services	to	you,	such	as	portfolio	management	or	data	aggregation.Develop	and	improve	features	of	our	offerings.Gear	advertisements	and	other	marketing	efforts	towards	your	interests.	To	learn	more	about	how	we	handle	and	protect	your	data,	visit	our	privacy	center.	Maintaining	independence	and	editorial
freedom	is	essential	to	our	mission	of	empowering	investor	success.	We	provide	a	platform	for	our	authors	to	report	on	investments	fairly,	accurately,	and	from	the	investor’s	point	of	view.	We	also	respect	individual	opinions––they	represent	the	unvarnished	thinking	of	our	people	and	exacting	analysis	of	our	research	processes.	Our	authors	can
publish	views	that	we	may	or	may	not	agree	with,	but	they	show	their	work,	distinguish	facts	from	opinions,	and	make	sure	their	analysis	is	clear	and	in	no	way	misleading	or	deceptive.	To	further	protect	the	integrity	of	our	editorial	content,	we	keep	a	strict	separation	between	our	sales	teams	and	authors	to	remove	any	pressure	or	influence	on	our
analyses	and	research.	Read	our	editorial	policy	to	learn	more	about	our	process.	|	NewsFeb	4,	2009See	all	3	photosWhen	we	talked	to	Audi	executives	in	Detroit	last	month,	they	seemed	very	uncertain	about	the	viability	of	the	Audi	A1	in	the	U.S.	It	would	seem	that	those	concerns	have	won	out,	as	the	president	of	Audi	of	America	has	said	today	that
the	U.S.	isn't	ready	for	the	A1	yet."People	who	know	us	consider	us	very	highly,	but	not	enough	people	know	us	yet,"	de	Nysschen	told	Automotive	News	in	an	interview	at	Audi's	U.S.	headquarters.	"I'd	like	to	get	that	entrenched	much	more	strongly,	and	it	will	probably	take	us	another	five	to	six	years.	That	will	be	the	time	that	you	can	kind	of	roll
down	the	market	with	a	smaller	car."De	Nysschen	blamed	America's	'small	cars	are	cheap'	mindset	for	the	delay,	saying	that	the	U.S.	isn't	ready	for	premium	small	cars	like	the	A1	yet.	He	said	that	U.S.	Audi	dealers	were	clamoring	for	the	A1	until	they	learned	that	it	would	likely	be	priced	at	about	20,000	euros	when	it	goes	on	sale	later	this	year	in
Europe.	At	current	exchange	rates,	the	A1	would	cost	about	$25,500	in	the	U.S."They	said:	'This	is	impossible.	You	cannot	charge	this	much	for	small	cars,'	"	de	Nysschen	said	of	the	dealers'	reaction.	"In	their	mind,	they	were	thinking	$18,000,	because	that's	the	conditioning	our	society	still	has."Instead,	Audi	is	"seriously	looking"	at	bringing	the	A1
to	America	six	to	eight	years	from	now	when	the	brand	is	better	established.	de	Nysschen	said	that	bringing	the	car	sooner	could	hinder	Audi's	work	to	increase	brand	awareness.What	do	you	think?	Is	Audi	right	to	wait,	or	should	the	A1	be	on	its	way	here	now?	Leave	your	thoughts	in	the	comments	below.Source:	Automotive	News	(Subscription
required)See	all	3	photosShare	on	FacebookShare	on	Twitter	If	you	were	to	create	the	ideal	thin-and-light	notebook,	the	recipe	would	look	a	lot	like	what	was	used	to	make	the	ASUS	U45Jc-A1.	This	$899	14-inch	laptop	has	all	the	right	ingredients,	including	zippy	performance,	Nvidia	graphics,	and	long	battery	life.	We	also	like	the	handsome	brushed
aluminum	design,	making	the	U45Jc	a	tempting	low-cost	alternative	to	the	MacBook.	However,	this	design	looks	better	than	it	feels,	raising	questions	about	build	quality.	Is	the	U45Jc-A1	a	solid	choice	or	does	it	fall	flat?DesignThe	U45Jc	looks	a	lot	like	the	UL30,	a	notebook	that	we	loved.	Like	its	13-inch	sibling,	it	has	a	silver,	brushed-metal	lid	with	a
glossy	plastic	chassis	and	keyboard	deck	to	match.	You'll	also	find	a	black,	chiclet-style	keyboard.	Because	both	the	lid	and	the	lower	lip	narrow	toward	their	edges,	the	U45	looks	lighter	than	its	4.8-pound	weight	and	13.5	x	9.6	x	1.1-inch	frame.	(It's	still	lighter	than	the	14-nch	Samsung	Q430,	which	weighs	5	pounds.)While	attractive,	the	U45Jc's
build	quality	could	be	better.	When	the	notebook	is	closed,	for	instance,	you	can	feel	the	lid	depress	beneath	your	fingers	if	you	grip	it	near	the	hinge.	You	can	also	hear	a	noise	when	it	depresses,	as	if	it's	sticking	to	the	bezel.	This	isn't	a	deal-breaker	by	any	stretch,	but	it	doesn't	inspire	confidence,	either.The	U45Jc	has	a	standard	selection	of	ports,
including	HDMI	and	VGA	output,	3	USB	ports,	an	Ethernet	jack,	and	headphone	and	mic	ports.	It	also	has	a	5-in-1	memory	card	reader.	The	only	thing	missing	is	a	USB	port	that	doubles	as	an	eSATA	connector,	for	faster	uploads	from	compatible	hard	drives.Click	to	enlargeClick	to	enlargeAs	is	common	nowadays,	there	aren't	many	keys	above	the
keyboard,	save	for	the	power	button	and	another	that	launches	directly	into	ExpressGate,	ASUS'	instant-on	operating	system	(more	on	that	later).	Instead,	you'll	find	multimedia	keys,	such	as	a	Mute	button,	baked	into	the	top	row	of	function	keys.	The	Skip	buttons	are	located	on	the	Up	and	Down	arrow	keys	at	the	bottom	of	the	keyboard.Keyboard
and	TrackpadThe	U45Jc's	island-style	keyboard	is	comfortable	to	type	on,	and	quiet,	thanks	to	the	keys'	shallow	pitch.	Twice	in	a	row,	we	scored	a	decent,	but	not	record-breaking	88	words	per	minute	on	the	Ten	Thumbs	Typing	Test.	While	typing	felt	natural,	the	undersized	right	Shift	key	led	to	a	disproportionate	number	of	errors	when	we	tried	to
type	quotation	and	question	marks.	This	laptop's	layout	didn't	exhibit	as	much	flex	as	other	Asus	machines	we've	tested,	but	the	key	feel	was	a	tad	soft.The	touchpad	was	a	pleasure	to	use,	both	because	it	offers	a	low-friction	surface	and	because	its	bumpy	texture	means	it	never	feels	too	slippery	beneath	the	fingers.	Although	we	prefer	two	touch
buttons	to	a	single	one,	this	one	proved	easy	to	activate.Click	to	enlargeHeatIn	most	spots,	the	U45Jc	runs	warmer	than	other	notebooks	in	its	weight	class.	For	instance,	we	measured	temperatures	of	94	degrees	on	the	touchpad,	91	at	the	center	of	the	keyboard,	90	on	the	underside	of	the	notebook,	and	a	very	hot	114	degrees	by	the	vent.	To	put	that
in	perspective,	the	average	thin-and-light	gets	as	hot	as	87,	88,	and	93	degrees	near	the	touchpad,	central	keyboard,	and	the	underside,	respectively.Display	and	SoundThe	U45Jc's	14-inch	display	has	1366	x	768-pixel	resolution,	which	is	typical	for	a	notebook	this	size	and	is	sharp	enough	to	play	720p	video.	When	we	watched	Knocked	Up	on	it,	the
viewing	angles	were	surprisingly	wide.	Sure,	if	you	dip	the	screen	forward	the	picture	will	seem	more	washed	out,	but	we	could	still	make	it	out.The	sound	from	the	Altec	Lansing	speakers	was	loud	when	we	played	music	and	video	chatted,	and	the	quality	was	rich	while	listening	to	songs	such	as	"No	Cars	Go"	by	Arcade	Fire.Webcam	and	Facial
RecognitionThe	U45's	VGA	webcam	takes	dull	photos	and	video,	even	when	you	set	the	included	LifeFrame	software	to	record	fine	images.	In	our	sample	video,	our	voice	took	on	an	echoed	timbre,	but	at	least	we	couldn't	notice	the	sound	of	music	playing	in	the	background.	While	the	low-resolution	camera	itself	is	mediocre,	we	enjoyed	the	feature-
rich	LifeFrame	software,	which	lets	users	play	with	filters,	frames,	and	facial	accessories.	You	can	even	apply,	say,	a	facial	accessory,	such	as	a	paper	bag,	with	a	frame	and/or	filter	at	the	same	time.You	can	also	use	the	webcam	to	enable	facial	recognition	so	that	you	don't	have	to	type	in	a	password	when	you	log	in	to	the	notebook,	but	instead	let	the
computer	analyze	your	face	to	verify	your	identity.	Using	ASUS'	SmartLogon	Manager,	you	can	register	a	series	of	photos	to	match	a	user	account.	(ASUS	doesn't	let	you	proceed	unless	the	user	account	in	question	has	a	password.)	Enrollment	couldn't	be	easier:	Just	gaze	into	the	camera	while	the	software	automatically	snaps	dozens	of	shots.	The
first	time	we	logged	into	the	laptop	this	way,	it	took	just	a	second	or	two	to	recognize	us	and	unlock	Windows.PerformanceClick	to	enlargeThe	U45Jc	features	a	2.4-GHz	Intel	Core	i3-370M	processor,	4GB	of	RAM,	and	a	500GB	5,400	rpm	hard	drive.	Its	score	of	4,791	on	PCMark	Vantage,	a	Windows	performance	benchmark,	is	almost	300	points	above
average.	That	showing	bests	the	ASUS	UL80's	score	of	3,600	(the	UL80	makes	up	for	this	with	longer	battery	life).	However,	the	Intel	Core	i5-powered	Samsung	Q430	and	Gateway	ID49C08u	both	performed	better,	with	PCMark	Vantage	scores	of	5,598	and	5,490,	respectively.	Using	the	U45Jc,	we	were	also	able	to	convert	a	114MB	MP4	file	to	AVI	in
53	seconds	using	Oxelon	Media	Converter,	whereas	the	average	thin-and-light	takes	10	extra	seconds	to	do	this.The	U45Jc's	hard	drive	copied	a	4.97GB	file	in	3	minutes,	or	at	a	rate	of	28.3	MBps,	whereas	the	average	notebook	this	size	completes	the	same	task	at	a	rate	of	24.25	MBps.	That's	faster	than	the	Samsung	Q430,	ASUS	UL80,	and	Gateway
ID49C08u.	Unfortunately,	though,	the	U45Jc	booted	in	1	minute	16	seconds,	whereas	it	takes	the	average	thin-and-light	1:02.	We	blame	the	heavy	load	of	preinstalled	software	(more	on	that	later).GraphicsThe	U45Jc	combines	an	integrated	Intel	GMA	HD	graphics	card	with	discrete	Nvidia	G310M	graphics,	which	has	1GB	of	dedicated	video	memory.
The	system	also	boasts	Nvidia's	Optimus	technology,	which	automatically	uses	either	the	battery	life-saving	Intel	graphics	card	or	the	high-performance	Nvidia	card,	depending	on	how	graphically	demanding	your	current	tasks	are.	So	if	you're	just	reading	e-mails	and	typing	out	Word	documents,	the	U45Jc	will	know	to	rely	on	the	integrated	Intel
graphics	card.Thanks	to	that	discrete	GPU,	the	U45Jc's	score	of	3,451	on	3DMark06	placed	it	700	points	above	the	category	average.	However,	we	can	think	of	at	least	three	14-inch	laptops	that	cost	about	the	same	but	had	better	performance:	the	ASUS	UL80	(3,463),	Samsung	Q430	(3,921),	and	the	Gateway	ID49C08u	(7,230).The	U45Jc	has	some
decent	gaming	chops,	but	only	when	you	set	the	resolution	to	low.	For	instance,	the	notebook	managed	141	frames	per	second	in	World	of	Warcraft	(the	average	is	31	fps)	and	40	fps	in	the	more	demanding	Far	Cry	2	(the	average	there	is	27	fps).	At	native	resolution,	the	laptop	notched	a	still-playable	29	fps	(the	average	is	20	fps)	in	WoW	but	only	15
fps	in	Far	Cry	2	(the	average	being	13	fps).Battery	Life	and	Wi-FiClick	to	enlargeThe	U45Jc	is	one	of	the	few	notebooks	we've	tested	that	lasted	longer	than	the	manufacturer	said	it	would.	While	ASUS	estimated	the	U45's	eight-cell	battery	would	have	a	battery	life	of	less	than	six	hours,	it	lasted	8	hours	4	minutes	on	the	LAPTOP	Battery	Test.	When
we	tested	it	again,	not	in	the	labs,	but	in	an	editor's	apartment,	it	lasted	6:46.	While	both	of	these	scores	trump	the	Samsung	Q430	(3:17)	as	well	as	the	Gateway	ID49C08s	(4:37),	ASUS'	UL80	lasted	longer	(9:17).The	Atheros	AR9285	802.11n	wireless	card	inside	the	U45Jc	delivered	fast	Wi-Fi	speeds,	but	only	at	close	range.	We	saw	throughput	of	38
Mbps	at	15	feet,	above	the	thin-and-light	category	average	(30.3	Mbps).	The	laptop	didn't	excel	at	longer	distances,	turning	in	a	data	rate	of	15.8	Mbps	from	50	feet.	The	category	average	here	is	20.51	Mbps.Energy	EfficiencyThanks	in	large	part	to	its	battery	life,	the	U45Jc	is	more	energy	efficient	than	other	thin-and-lights.	It	charged	to	80	percent
in	2	hours	3	minutes,	and	fully	recharged	in	3:15.	When	we	divide	the	battery	life	by	the	total	watts	consumed	while	charging,	we	get	the	LAPTOP	Battery	Efficiency	Index	(the	lower	the	number,	the	better).	The	notebook's	score	of	19.8	is	slightly	better	than	the	category	average	of	22.87.	However,	the	U45's	energy	efficiency	index	drops	to	a	less
impressive	23.58	if	you	take	into	account	the	battery	life	test	result	of	6:46.ExpressGateClick	to	enlargeInstead	of	launching	into	Windows	7,	the	U45	can	also	load	ExpressGate,	a	Linux-based	operating	system	that's	ready	to	use	within	seven	seconds	of	pressing	its	dedicated	power	button	on	the	keyboard	deck.	The	benefit	is	that	users	can	get	online
faster,	since	they	don't	have	to	wait	the	nearly	two	minutes	for	Windows	to	load.With	ExpressGate,	users	can	surf	the	web	with	a	browser	that's	based	on	Firefox;	chat	on	Skype	and	a	variety	of	instant	messaging	clients,	including	AIM	and	Google	Talk;	view	photos;	and	play	music	and	games.	While	the	browser	doesn't	support	add-ons,	you	can
personalize	it	with	bookmarks.	Although	there	are	no	tabs	at	the	bottom	of	the	screen,	as	there	are	in	the	fully	launched	Windows,	it's	possible	to	have	multiple	programs	opened	at	once.	For	instance,	we	had	Skype	open	in	a	small	window	with	Firefox	running	at	full	screen	behind	it.Warranty	and	Other	SoftwareThe	U45Jc's	list	of	bundled	software	is
slightly	more	extensive	than	other	notebooks',	including	Amazon	Kindle	for	PC,	Cyberlink	LabelPrint	and	Power2Go,	Google	Chrome,	Google	Toolbar	for	Internet	Explorer,	Skype	4.2,	Times	Reader,	and	Windows	Live	Essentials.	You	also	get	trials	of	Microsoft	Office	2010	and	Trend	Micro	Internet	Security,	plus	a	host	of	ASUS-branded	software
governing	everything	from	the	webcam	software	to	the	notebook's	facial	recognition.The	U45Jc	comes	with	a	generous	two-year	warranty	that	includes	24/7,	toll-free	phone	support	and,	impressively,	one	year	of	accidental	damage	support	(e.g.,	damage	from	drops).	To	see	how	ASUS	fared	in	our	most	recent	technical	support	showdown,	click
here.VerdictThe	ASUS	U45Jc-A1	($899)	is	one	of	the	better	thin-and-light	notebooks	we've	tested	this	year,	thanks	to	its	long	endurance,	strong	performance,	and	slick	design.	However,	the	less-than-stellar	build	quality	prevents	us	from	giving	this	laptop	a	higher	rating	or	an	Editor's	Choice	award.	Although	it's	not	as	powerful	and	doesn't	last	as
long	on	a	charge,	the	14-inch	ASUS	UL80Jt-A1	($849)	offers	a	sturdier	chassis.	The	Gateway	ID49C08u	($849)	and	the	Samsung	Q430	($829)	deliver	better	performance	than	both	of	these	ASUS	machines	but	don't	last	as	long	on	a	charge.	We	like	the	U45Jc,	but	we	don't	quite	love	it.
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